Adult outcomes of high-risk children: differential effects of town and kibbutz rearing.
We conducted a followup study 15 years after the initial examination of 46 of the Israeli children at risk for schizophrenia (index cases) and 44 of the control children. Thus, we were able to contact and examine 90 of the surviving 99 subjects of the investigation. Half of the subjects had grown up in the communal child-rearing setting of a kibbutz, and half had been raised by their own parents in cities in Israel. The kibbutz-index cases, at average age 25, show the highest incidence of psychiatric disorder. Environmental factors that may have led to this outcome are discussed.